
Belgium Today – Press Summary for U.S. Embassy Brussels 
 
The Public Diplomacy Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy in Brussels 
is looking for an experienced communications professional to produce  
two daily press summary products in English for the U.S. Mission to Belgium. 
 
These products should include all items relevant to the Mission as reported in Belgian Dutch-
language and French-language media. In addition, the second summary should include a 
round-up of key statements and reactions on Twitter from government officials, prominent 
politicians, and influencers.  
  
Duties of the Contractor: 
 
• He/ she should provide brief headlines, by e-mail, of the most relevant news to the U.S. 
Mission by 8:30 a.m. each work day. (See attachment A) 
  
• Headlines should be short (one brief paragraph) and the top items presented should be 
selected after a scan of all Belgian newspapers (French and Dutch language) and main online 
sources.  PAS will provide digital subscriptions.    
  
• He/ she should provide a second daily press summary product to PAS, by e-mail, before 10 
a.m. 
each work day. This more extensive product should include a summary of the news most rel
evant to the priorities of the U.S. Mission in one or two paragraph articles. The number of 
articles is expected to range from 3 to 5 each day. (See attachment A) 
  
• 
He/ she will work under the guidance and supervision of the PAS’s Media Affairs Specialist a
nd/ or Media Coordinator. PAS will provide a format for the summaries and will review the 
daily press summary prior to further (internal) distribution. 
  
• The summary should also include a “Trending” (on Twitter) section with some of the top 
trending topics of the morning, plus a brief explainer/ translation of the Tweets.  
 
• The summaries become the property of the U.S. Embassy after publication and are solely 
intended for this one customer. They shall not be distributed externally. 
 
• After successful completion of a brief trial period, the U.S. Embassy and the contractor will 
conclude a contract on an annual basis with a fixed monthly payment. 
 
• PAS will provide a Style Guide that covers vocabulary, grammar usage, and style norms 
that may be unique to the Embassy. 
 
What should be included: 
 
Only newsworthy Belgian articles (many articles may be interesting but not cover important 
new developments relevant to our audience). 
 



Statements by government officials, especially the Prime Minister, the Foreign Minister, the 
Defense Minister, etc. These can be a quote by a Belgian minister buried in an article. 
Example: a long article on EU talks going on should not be summarized, but a quote by a 
Belgian Minister should be reported. 
 
Key political developments, especially in: 
 

- Foreign policy 
- Defense 
- Economy 
- Security and Terrorism  
- Immigration 
- Energy 
- Climate  

 
A simple headline can sometimes be sufficient to summarize what needs to be reported. 
Example: “Belgian trade mission to the U.S. to finally take place in June 2022” 
 
The Press Specialist may send you a heads-up asking to look for specific topic. 
 
ATTACHMENT A: Example 
 
8.30 a.m. Product 
 

• Free train transportation for all: yet another PS proposal which irritates other parties. 
Partner of the PS in the Vivaldi coalition reacted in a critical manner to this proposal 
PS President Magnette made. 

• COVID-19: Use of Covid Safe Ticket (CST) in Wallonia boosts vaccination campaign; 
Flanders decides today on use of CST; Health ministers to follow experts’ 
recommendation for third vaccine dose for elderly. 

• Nuclear issues: about a hundred pacifists in front of Kleine Brogel military base. 

• Politics: On 50th anniversary of Wallonia-Brussels Federation, its head urges on two 
entities to come up with common project against expected Flemish demands. 

 
10 a.m. Product 
 
Free train transportation for all: yet another PS proposal which irritates other parties – PS 
President Magnette in an interview with Le Soir on Saturday suggested making public 
transportation, including the national railway, totally free as a way to tackle the climate 
crisis. Magnette estimated the cost of free train transportation at 700 million euros per year, 
which he said can be easily offset by raising the tax on trading accounts from 0.15 to 0.50 
percent.  
 
Federal Minister of Mobility Georges Gilkinet, Ecolo, reacted by stating that the priority must 
be to massively invest in the railway infrastructure. Other partners of the PS in the Vivaldi 
coalition reacted in a more critical manner to Magnette’s proposal, OpenVLD President 
Lachaert noting that “each day brings a costly idea from the PS” while MR President Bouchez 
tweeted that “the PS continues to make people believe in the existence of free lunches.” 
 



In an op-ed that De Standaard publishes today under the headline “No one benefits from a 
bickering cabinet,” Pieter Timmermans, head of the Belgian Enterprise Federation, points 
out that the constant squabbling in the federal government is something that worries 
entrepreneurs as well as international investors. Timmermans also points out that there is 
nothing like a free lunch and that what a party suggests making free today is something that 
the next generation will have to pay for. (Most media) 
 
Other Stories 
 
COVID-19 
Use of Covid Safe Ticket in Wallonia boosts vaccination campaign; Flanders decides today 
on use of CST; experts in favor of third vaccine dose for elderly – Vaccination appointments 
in Wallonia skyrocketed after the Walloon government last September 23 announced that, 
just like in Brussels, a Covid Safe Ticket (CST) would be required to go to a restaurant, a pub, 
a fitness center, a night club, or various events. In just 24 hours after the government 
announcement, 4,000 people made an appointment to be vaccinated, which compares with 
on average 800 per day prior to the announcement.  
 
Meanwhile, the Flemish government will decide today whether it makes the CST mandatory 
in hospitals as well as in communes where the vaccination rate is below the average, which 
is especially the case in Flemish communes in the Brussels suburbs. 
 
The country’s health ministers have also decided to follow a recommendation of the 
Superior Health Council and to invite all Belgian residents older than 65 to receive a third 
dose of vaccine. Practical modalities still need to be determined but the decision has been 
made in principle. (Several media) 
 
Nuclear issues 
A hundred pacifists protest alleged presence of nuclear weapons at Kleine Brogel base – 
The activists who are members of the platform “Bikes, not bombs” biked for a picnic in front 
of the military base yesterday and displayed banners that read “yes to peace, no to war” and 
“no new nukes in Belgium” in reference to the alleged replacement of B61 bombs by B61-12 
ones. 
The protesters do not accept that the Belgian government allegedly gave its green light to 
the replacement of these B61 bombs by a smaller model without any democratic debate. 
Yesterday’s protest marked the end of a “Nuke Free Europe” international campaign of one 
month.  (Sud Presse, Belang van Limburg) 
 
Politics 
On 50th anniversary of Wallonia-Brussels Federation, its Minister President urges on two 
entities to come up with common project – Speaking on RTBF radio this morning, Pierre-
Yves Jeholet underlines the importance of this Federation and urges Wallonia and Brussels 
to form a united francophone front for the institutional negotiations that will take place in 
2024 because, as Flanders is doing financially much better, it will almost certainly be on the 
offensive. Jeholet therefore rejects the plan that Flemish politicians, to begin with the N-VA, 
have presented of a Belgium composed of two main regions, i.e. Flanders and Wallonia, and 
of two sub-regions, i.e. Brussels and the German-speaking community. (RTBF radio, Le Soir) 
 
 



Belgium Today – Twitter Trends Summary for U.S. Embassy 
Brussels 

This section should cover reactions by members of the federal, regional, and sometimes 
local governments as well as prominent politicians and influencers on subjects including 
Transatlantic issues, defense, justice, health, religion, economy, security, and terrorism, or 
trending topics of the day.  

Provide a screen shot of their tweets with a short description of the what the tweet conveys,  

number of followers and a link to the tweet. 

ATTACHMENT B: Example 

 

COVID-19  

 

VRT NWS Public Broadcaster – 487.9K Followers  

Minister Vandenbroucke is very concerned about corona figures: "People really have to organize 

themselves to telework." We have to organize ourselves again after the autumn break to telework 

more, Minister of Health Frank Vandenbroucke indicated on "The Morning" on Radio 1. According to 

Vandenbroucke, the pressure on hospitals remains very high and there are far too many infections 

taking place.  

https://twitter.com/vrtnws/status/1456530854830874628 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fvrtnws%2Fstatus%2F1456530854830874628&data=04%7C01%7CMcGuireBT%40state.gov%7C83dc8c0989b04684c3ad08d9a03a8304%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637716995457694765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IRekgTmH3V0UketA87hwLFNtTzJoisyM30mJcQx0%2B1E%3D&reserved=0

